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SUBJECT: NEW AFGHAN AMBASSADOR TO PAKISTAN IS BABRAK'S BROTHER 

REF: KABUL 5170 

1. SUMMARY. THE APPOINTMENT OP BABRAK KARMAL'S BROTHER, MAHMOUD 
BARYALAI, AS AMBASSADOR TO PAKISTAN REPRESENTS THE "EXILE" OP 
ONE MORE BABRAK CONPIDENAT TO AN AMBASSADORSHIP ABROAD. 
BARYALAI'S LACK OP DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE, AND THE EVIDENT ANIMOSI- 
TIES BETWEEN THE TWO WINGS OP THE PEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC PARTY OF 
AFGHANISTAN (PDPA), DO NOT NECESSARILY BODE WELL POR PAK-APGHAN 
RELATIONS, WHICH HAVE ALREADY SUPFERED A DOWNTURN SINCE THE 
APRIL 27 REVOLUTION. END SUMMARY. 

2. RADIO APGHANISTAN ANNOUNCED THE EVENING OF JUNE 26 THAT 
MAHMOUD BARYALAI WILL BE THE NEXT APGHAN AMBASSADOR 

TO PAKISTAN. PAKISTANI DIPLOMATS HERE HAVE SUBSEQUENTLY CONFIRMED 
THAT BARYALAI IS A BROTHER OP DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER BABRAK KARMAL. 
THIS APPOINTMENT TRACKS WITH OTHER INDICATIONS THAT AN ANTI-BABRAK 
PURGE IS NOW UNDERWAY (REPTEL), SINCE BARYALAI HAS BEEN AN 
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ARDENT SUPPORTER OP HIS BROTHER, AND MEMBER OP THE PARCHAM WING 
OP THE PDPA. 

2. BARYALAI HAS NO DIPLOMATIC EXPERIENCE. COUPLED WITH THE 
INTERNAL PARTY ANIMOSITIES WHICH THIS WHOLESALE "EXILE" OP CLOSE 
BABRAK CONFIDANTS WILL UNDOUBTEDLY ENGENDER, WE PORESEE SOME 
POSSIBLE ROUGH SAILING AHEAD FOR PAK-AFGHAN RELATIONS WHICH HAVE 
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ALREADY HAD THEIR SHARE OF STRAIN SINCE THE REVOLUTION IN KABUL 
TWO MONTHS AGO. IN THIS REGARD, THIS APPOINTMENT IS A BIT 
PUZZLING, SINCE WE WOULD HAVE THOUGHT THAT THE REGIME WOULD 
HAVE PREFERRED TO HAVE A FULLY TRUSTWORTHY AND LOYAL REPRESENTA- 
TIVE IN ISLAMABAD TO HANDLE THE SENSITIVE AND COMPLEX AFGHAN-PAK 
RELATIONSHIP. ONE POSSIBILITY IS THAT HE WAS CHOSEN AND THE 
AGREMENT REQUEST SENT EORWARD BEFORE THE PURGE BEGAN. HIS BEING 
OUT OF THE COUNTRY NOW THUS SERVES THE TARAKI FACTION'S 
OTHER GOAL OF REMOVING BABRAK FOLLOWERS FROM AFGHANISTAN. 
BARYALAI MAY SERVE THE TARAKI REGIME WELL, SINCE HIS NEW POST 
CERTAINLY BEATS OTHER EATES WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEFALLEN HIM. 

4. BIO DATA AVAILABLE TO US ARE: HE IS A YOUNGER BROTHER OF 
BABRAK; HE STUDIED IN MOSCOW FOR TWO YEARS, AND GRADUATED EROM 
THE ECONOMIC FACULTY AT THE UNIVERSITY OE KABUL; HE WAS EMPLOYED 
AT ONE POINT IN THE MINISTRY OF PLANNING; AND, HE IS A DEDICATED 
AND CAREER LEFTIST. 
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